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To hear them talk, you’d say skeptics con-
sider religion nonsense, a waste of time and
resources. “The opiate of the masses,” to

quote the renowned founder of Communism, Karl
Marx.
Surprise! Skeptics are as religious as the rest of

us. Religion doesn’t have to be practiced in a
church. It need not be defined by a name or written
creed. What defines religion is devotion to a person
or system of thought powerful enough to dictate
the way one lives. Skeptics are devoted to their
skepticism. They worship the great First Skeptic
whom we’ll name later. They have definite beliefs
and live their religion. But the tenets of that reli-
gion are scary indeed. 
Their cult does not acknowledge the all-knowing,

all-powerful, everywhere present, righteous, holy
God. Which is not to suggest that skeptics are true
atheists. Theirs is a reactionary religion. With
them, if God said it, it’s open to question. For six
thousand years now, they have echoed and re-
echoed the great First Skeptic, Satan, who chal-
lenged Eve in the Garden of Eden: “Yea, hath God
said?” (Genesis 3:1) It’s the theme that runs consis-
tently through their talk, reasoning, and litera-
ture—rebellion. 
Skepticism is dangerous. Only a sovereign, righ-

teous God can restrain man’s foolish, destructive
impulses. Man is not capable of saving himself.
Where skepticism runs rampant, and Christianity
is at a low ebb, crime soars.
For all its intellectual veneer, skepticism thrives

on ignorance. The neatly packaged philosophies of
skepticism would unravel, and its foundational
flaws be quickly exposed, should skeptics develop

the graces of listening, teachability, and love of the
truth.
The skeptics’ religion is intolerant, cruel, and

oppressive. God would have spared the wicked
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah had He found ten
decent people there. But skeptics will rave long and
loud against one Christian who dares to speak up
for creation or eternal absolutes, or who calls into
question their pet sin. Their legislative agenda is
packed full of liberties for their unbridled lusts, and
the suppression of God’s truth and moral values.
Skepticism is bondage. Christ sets the captives

free. While we cold-shoulder God, we quickly
become the slaves of our own self-will, intemper-
ance, and vanity. But when we confess Christ and
our need of Him, and are born from above, we are
given the keys of self-discipline, and experience the
blessings of living for God and others instead of
ourselves.
No, you won’t find The First Skeptics’ Church

listed in the yellow pages of the telephone directory
or the religion page of your local newspaper. You
won’t find skeptics burning incense to Satan. Still
skepticism is many folks’ religion today. Note the
ritual sneer when God is named in reverence. Many
of the great First Skeptic’s followers are also mem-
bers of religious denominations. Might even you or
I have worshipped at his altar? Have we questioned
what we once knew to be God’s truth? Are we
already practicing skeptics, having adopted atti-
tudes, lifestyles, and beliefs that are opposed to the
truth of God’s Word? Have we paraphrased the
First Skeptic, Satan’s words, like this: “Does the
Bible say that? God couldn’t have meant it!” 
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The economic meltdown dominates the news.
It is a fact. It is a sobering reality. It has
concrete reality and consequences. Our homes,
our families, and our children are at risk.
Jobs are insecure. Retirement investments

vanish, and disappear like smoke in the wind.
What seemed secure and stable a year ago is
today vulnerable and unstable! Without
question this brings stress into marriage
relationships and parent-child relationships.
What are our options when we become

jobless or homeless? What are our options when
we can no longer meet our obligations, pay our
bills, or provide for our families? While we
cannot provide answers to all of the above
questions, we can offer some basic Bible
principles that will help us look at our situation
objectively.

Fear God

There are many promises in the Bible for
those who fear God. “O fear the LORD, ye his
saints: for there is no want to them that fear
him” (Psalm 34:9).
Fearing God is not being afraid of Him as if

He were a sovereign ready to punish and to
destroy us. Rather, it is worshipping God and
reverencing Him for who He is, the Creator, the

provider, the protector of His children. Fearing
God is believing and knowing that His Word is
true, His promises sure, and His
commandments are to be obeyed.
“The fear of the LORD is to hate evil: pride,

and arrogancy, and the evil way, and the
froward [stubborn and disobedient] mouth”
(Proverbs 8:13). 
When we begin to hate evil we learn to abhor

sin and everything that is in opposition to
God’s righteous standard. You may ask, “What
has this to do with economics or loss of job or
credits?” Very much. Sin is costly at best. Sin is
what brings economic woes upon a nation and
upon the people of the nation.
Drinking, smoking, drugs, gambling,

partying, and indulging in expensive or
unnecessary entertainment consume finances
that could be used for family necessities.
Disconnect the T.V. and use the time for family
interaction. Story time with children creates
memories and bonding that money cannot buy.
The fear of God causes us to turn our eyes

toward Him and away from our troubles. Hear
what the Psalmist David said, “I sought the
LORD, and he heard me, and delivered me from
all my fears. This poor man cried, and the LORD

heard him, and saved him out of all his
troubles” (Psalm 34:4, 6). 

The

Christian 
Home 

Series

Home Economics
in Troubled Times –J. Luke Martin
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Trust in God

“Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and
lean not unto thine own understanding. In all
thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct
thy paths” (Proverbs 3:5, 6).
The abundance of material things has made

our lives complex and complicated. Numerous
demands are made on us by society. Our wants,
not our needs, become mandatory. We need
God’s guidance and wisdom to help us sort
through what is practical and necessary and
what is unnecessary.
There are only two basic objects of trust—

God, or man with all his inventions. Many
people have chosen to trust man instead of God.
We are learning the hard way that trusting in

the institutions and wisdom of men is
disappointing. The stock market crashes.
Business schemes cause investments to vanish,
the bank forecloses on our property, or the
company we had so much confidence in folds up
and we lose our job.
We believe God can use all these failures to

get us to turn our hearts to Him and learn to
trust in Him. He alone is trustworthy. Read
Psalm 50 in the Bible. Note verse 15: “Call
upon me in the day of trouble: I will deliver
thee, and thou shalt glorify me.”
Every day we need to make many decisions.

Perhaps you are bombarded with a multitude of
advisors saying, “You should do this, you must
do that, or do it this way.” While they mean
well, they often only add to the complexity.
On the other hand, if we turn to God and

give Him our trust and loyalty, He will
superintend our lives to do His will. Placing our
trust and confidence in the Lord simplifies life
and makes it more manageable. “The LORD is
good, a strong hold in the day of trouble; and he
knoweth them that trust in him” (Nahum 1:7). 

Follow the Teachings of Jesus

Matthew 6:31-34 reminds us of where to put
our trust. “Therefore take no thought, saying,
What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or,
Wherewithal shall we be clothed? (For after all
these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your
heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all
these things. But seek ye first the kingdom of

God, and his righteousness; and all these things
shall be added unto you. Take therefore no
thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall
take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient
unto the day is the evil thereof.”
Jesus taught us how to relate to material

things. “Take heed, and beware of covetousness:
for a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance
of the things which he possesseth. The life is
more than meat, and the body is more than
raiment. Consider the ravens: for they neither
sow nor reap; which neither have storehouse nor
barn; and God feedeth them: how much more
are ye better than the fowls?” (Luke 12:15, 23,
24). 
These teachings of Jesus are not suggesting

irresponsibility, but rather encourage us to
place our faith and trust in the Creator and
Sustainer of the universe. We are more than
physical beings who need food and clothes for
survival. We are also spiritual and emotional
creatures that are answerable to our Creator
and to each other.
God is pleased when we bring all our

perplexities, difficulties, and burdens to Him in
prayer. “Casting all your care upon him; for he
careth for you” (1 Peter 5:7). “Let your
conversation be without covetousness; and be
content with such things as ye have: for he hath
said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee”
(Hebrews 13:5). 
If we choose to ignore our heavenly Father

and refuse to acknowledge His commandments
and promises, can we blame Him for our
troubles? God is waiting and ready to receive all
who come to Him in faith. He forgives those
who are repentant and restores those who plead
for mercy.
The economy crisis will prove to be a blessing

if we turn away from our greed, selfishness, and
extravagance, and learn to live in simple faith
and trust. In living more simply we have more
time for family and neighbors and community
service. We will develop appreciation for the
nobler virtues of life — a caring attitude, a
sensitivity to others’ feelings, an understanding
compassion for growing children and youth, and
an awareness of God’s hand in the small details
of life. Can we thank God for the lesson?
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Biblical separation is possibly the most neg-
lected teaching in Christianity today, especially
in the West. Through sheer neglect (or unbelief),
the life of the Christian is reinvented as being a
mere statement of belief apart from any change
of life, or relationship to a world of ungodliness.
The Gospel is reduced to this: “One accepts
Jesus into his heart. God forgives. Heaven is
sure. That’s it.” But nothing has changed. The
new Christianity does not usher in the divine
grace of transformation that breaks the old sin
patterns and brings forth a life ordered by God.
Instead, it has invented a divine blindfold, where
God no longer sees the sin of the Christian.
But God is not mocked. Heaven is reserved

not for those who merely profess Jesus as Lord,
but for those who do the will of the Father in
Heaven. Salvation results in single-minded devo-
tion to God, producing a separation from the
world and the powers of darkness. Separation is
the principle whereby Christians live “in the
world without being of the world.” Separation
serves as a divinely prescribed respirator, sparing
every godly person from the toxic effects of sin
that dooms the multitudes on the broad way to
destruction. Rather than adopting the destruc-
tive ways and values of the world, children of
God receive their orders from God, through care-
ful and faithful application to Biblical commands
and teaching.
Separation has both a long history and an

eternal future. In the beginning of creation, God
separated natural light from natural darkness, a
major factor in making the world habitable.

Spiritually, He applies principles of light versus
darkness as the litmus test of any people who
claim a relationship with Him. “If we say that we
have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness,
we lie, and do not the truth” (1 John 1:6).
In the beginning, God, in six days, created

everything by the power of His own Word. He
filled the universe, like a giant canvas, in a
mind-boggling, breathtaking display of His infi-
nite power, His wisdom, His glory, and His
majesty. Even though this is now a fallen world,
all nature obeys Him still, for God upholds it all
by the same Word of His power. Yet even before
the Fall, in a still perfect universe, God sepa-
rated one tree in the middle of Eden with the
command, “Thou shalt not eat.”
Without exception, the lifestyle choices of

godly men of history were regulated by command
of God. Adam failed the test. But Noah, moved
with fear, built the ark to exact divine specifica-
tions, and separated himself and his family from
the plight of the ungodly. Abraham (designated
spiritual father of all the faithful), at the com-
mand of God, deserted the idolatrous city of his
ancestors. He left the love of the world to dwell
in tents, but gained the eternal city of God.
Moses made the early choice to reject worldly
pleasure to embrace the hardships of the godly.
Probably the greatest leader of all time, Moses
regularly and specifically received the ordered
ways of God for his people. Sacrifice, worship,
dietary instruction, wardrobe, giving, sanitation,
principles of marriage and of justice—no details
escaped the notice of God. This obedience would

The Case for Separation

The

CHURCH in SOCIETY

–Lester Troyer
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set Israel apart as a wise and understanding peo-
ple in a pronounced separation from nations who
had long departed from the ways of God, who
were slated for judgment and destruction.
And yes, separation does have an eternal

future. In the Day of the Lord, all who ever lived
and breathed will stand before God in judgment.
All will be judged, not by profession of
Christianity, not by miracles or prophecies, nor
by brownie points of accumulating good deeds
(some of the biggest givers of our day do not
know God), but according as we have done the
will of the Father in Heaven. In that day, the
sheep will be forever separated from the goats.
The righteous will inherit the kingdom prepared
for them. The wicked will be turned into Hell,
and all the nations that forget God. 
The contrast could hardly be more striking.

The pursuit of worldliness is temporal and meets
a horrific end, for the friend of the world has
made himself an enemy of God. Separation unto
God is good for the present life and for eternity.
It is the only permanence available within a tem-
poral system. For the world passeth away, and
the lust thereof, but he that doeth the will of God
abideth forever. Strange, isn’t it, that we should
be so enamored with “forbidden fruit” of this
world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes,
and the pride of life, which all are to pass away,
and mark its adherents for judgment? Equally
strange, isn’t it, that questionable things, and
even the deeds of darkness of the world should
be preferred to the glorious light of the com-
mandments of God?
Billy Graham made a striking point in a mes-

sage at a missions conference in Urbana, Illinois,
in 1987. His language appeared wistful as he
addressed 18,000 people (mostly college stu-
dents) and recalls a message by one Donald Grey
Barnhouse, a message Graham had heard in a
similar conference in 1948. Even after those 
thirty-nine years, Billy said, “I’ll never forget his
message on separation from the world.” 
Now quoting Graham again: “We have gotten

away from that. We have moved in with the
world and allowed the world to penetrate the
way we live. So things we used to call sin are no
longer sin. Things that we would have abhorred
a few years ago, we accept as matter of fact

today, not realizing that they offend a holy God.” 
Earlier in that same message, Graham

referred to TV: “It’s almost embarrassing to turn
on the television set. We do not realize how this
offends a holy and righteous God. We act as if it
doesn’t really matter how we live or what we
think or say because God will forgive us any-
way.”
Thus, Billy Graham exposed the heart of the

matter. But has Christianity made any kind of a
turnaround? The indicators of acceptable
Christian culture and practice indicate that we
have not. We are no longer afraid not to do
the will of God. We seem bent more than ever
to reject the redeeming commands of our
Creator/Saviour, preferring to blindly copy the
degrading cultural practices of the world. Thus
the signals come, not from God, but from deniers
and haters of God. He who would be the friend
of the world is the enemy of God.
Typical Mr. and Mrs. Christian (and their off-

spring) are mere imitators of ungodly culture.
Yet they would be shocked at the idea of being
enemies of God. The result is what we have
repeatedly reflected upon in this column. Many
people in the churches reflect the same failure of
basic standards—the loss of integrity and truth-
fulness, personal shamelessness and immodesty
(marked by exposure of the body), music that
banishes the echoes of tender conscience by glo-
rifying lawlessness and sexual immorality,
church youth groups give over to fornication,
adulterous elders, and broken homes. In this
way, the “church” is in affinity with a world at
enmity against God, aligning with the multi-
tudes of those who treasure up wrath against the
day of wrath, and the day of perdition of ungodly
men, and the revelation of the righteous judg-
ment of God.
But what does the Bible say? “Be ye not

unequally yoked together with unbelievers . . . :
and what agreement hath the temple of God with
idols? For ye are the temple of the living God . . . .
Wherefore come out from among them, and
be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch
not the unclean thing; and I will receive
you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye
shall be my sons and daughters, saith the
Lord Almighty” (2 Corinthians 6:14-18).
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We accept reality to be the physical world around
us. Reality is that which we know through our five
senses: touch, taste, smelling, hearing, and seeing.
Webster says truth is “the quality of being in
accordance with experience, facts, or reality;
conformity with fact,” also “a particular belief or
teaching regarded by the speaker as the true one.”
This adds the dimension of a spiritual reality.
However in the area of information, reports, and

beliefs passed along by people we often discover
deceptive and disappointing results. Claims that
people make, recommendations, financial
investments, and “news” often do not prove to be
good or true. It has been said, in irony, that we
should not believe anything we hear and only half of
what we see. Cynicism is the result of increasing
selfism, deception, and disinformation in society.
Who can be trusted?

Where is Truth Found?
There are many voices calling for men’s attention

today, saying, “Listen to me, I’m right,” “Here is
salvation, health, or riches.” Other voices say, “This
is the way to God, the gods, or perhaps to discover
that we are gods.” How can we know who is right?
With the demise of Christianity in the western world
there is a growing new ecumenism. People conclude,
“No one is perfect” and “everyone has some truth.”
So let’s be receptive to everyone. Who can claim to
have “the way”? This was the “open-minded”
attitude of the Athenians who “spent their time in
nothing else, but either to tell, or to hear some new
thing.” Yet the majority rejected the “one way” that
Paul taught (Acts 17:21-33).
There is a blind faith in the goodness of man,

presuming that everyone wants to do right. They

believe that no one is bad, everyone has some good,
and the main thing is not to offend anyone. With the
increase of militant spirits in our world from
religions, criminals, environmentalists, down to
children, the pressure is to yield to force. More and
more the one who holds a standard is considered the
offender.
However in the midst of this growing confusion

and unbelief in the one true Jehovah God, truth can
still be found by the truehearted. God has given a
witness of Himself from Heaven and a witness
in the earth, and they are in perfect harmony.
These two sources of truth we can be sure about

today. They are what God has said and what He has
done. This is found first in His revelation of Himself
and in history. God’s Word or revelation is recorded
in the Bible and His acts are also fixed in the
archaeological deposits and geologic layers in the
earth.

“Speak to the Earth, and it Shall Teach Thee”
(Job 12:8)
About twenty years ago I was surprised to read

the above passage from the Bible on a wall of the
American Museum of Natural History in New York
City. It was on the fourth floor among the
reconstructions of mammoths, sloth, dinosaurs, and
other extinct fossil creatures found in the earth. I
wished they would have also included what follows it
in Job 12:8, 9: “Who knoweth not . . . that the hand
of the LORD hath wrought this.” The exhibit has
since been renovated and the Bible quote removed.
How do we speak to the earth? We study and see

what is found there. Then we ask, “What is this?
How and when did this happen?”
Job goes on to say, “Behold [look], he breaketh

What is Truth?

“And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free “ (John 8:32).

–Elvin Stauffer
SCIENCE

THE BIBLE ANDTHE BIBLE AND
SCIENCE 
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down, and it cannot be built again” (Job 12:14). This
is archeology and the fallen cultures of history. Men
and kingdoms construct the things that are built.
When a society’s “cup of iniquity” is full, God brings
them down and no man can save them (Psalm 78:6 -
8). America will also fall unless righteousness and
godly lifestyles return.
This principle is the meaning in that old nursery

rhyme, “Humpty Dumpty sat on the wall.” The wall
represented strength, stability, and endurance. But
when the egg (Humpty Dumpty) fell off the wall and
cracked wide open, “all the king’s horses and all the
king’s men couldn’t put Humpty Dumpty together
again”! It was as hard as unscrambling an egg —
impossible! The record of these wicked pagan
cultures is found today in the dusty artifacts and
inscriptions dug up by archaeologists.
Job 12:15 says, “He sendth them out, and they

[the waters] overturn the earth.” This is geology —
the sedimentary rock layers, some full of flora and
fauna life-forms. These stratified layers from
turbidity currents and sedimentation were laid down
in the Genesis flood cataclysm that destroyed the
first world (2 Peter 3:3-7). This is what the earth
(geology and archaeology) teaches us (Job 12:8). A
wealth of information has been gathered from this
in the last 150 years. God is giving fair warning for
the endtime judgment by fire (2 Peter 2:5-9).

How is Truth Found?
We also learn history from records in books.

However, all the facts in God’s Word and world are
subject to interpretation. Both records can be
misinterpreted, but to the truehearted facts reveal
truth.
The varied conclusions of people show that

extracting truth from facts is more a matter of the
will than of the mind (knowing many facts). Jesus
was asked the question, “What is truth?” by a man
who was in a tight spot (John 18:38). This ruler,
Pilate, perceived Jesus’ innocence and authority in
his interview with Him, through his wife’s dream,
and the chief priests’ envy (Matthew 27:19; Mark
15:10). But it was too costly to his prestige and
position to release Jesus so he “stone-walled” when
Jesus said, “Everyone that is of the truth heareth my
voice.” He responded, “What is truth?” (John 18:37,
38).
Pride and the cost of standing for truth is the root

cause for many who say you can’t know what truth
is. Jesus indicated this when He said, “If any man
will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine,
whether it be of God” (John 7:17). Self-will is what
causes many to look at what God says in His Word
and say, “It doesn’t mean that.”
Many also look at the fossils of plant and animal

life in the geologic record and say, “That shows
evolution.” However, it is unscientific to believe that
the billions of bits of orderly information on each
genetic code self-organized from inorganic minerals.
The child of God has faith—but not that kind!

“Through faith we understand that the worlds
were framed by the word of God, so that things
which are seen were not made of things which do
appear” (Hebrews 11: 3). The Christian looks at the
same facts and has the advantage of God’s
revelation. He sees all the biodiversity about us and
the billions of bits of information on the DNA along
with its accumulating load of genetic defects.
Mutations are always compromises of existing genes.
They don’t add the millions of bits of precise
information to the genome required for a working
fin, leg, or wing. This points back to a perfect
beginning when God wrote the original genetic codes
at creation. Adam and Eve’s children could marry
with no genetic problems.
The secular geologist sees hundreds of millions of

years between rock layers. The simple Bible believer
sees multi-strat fossils (fossil tree trunks crossing
several rock layers). He sees fossilized fighting
dinosaurs with their claws in each other, dozens of
fish swallowing others, numberless brachiopods and
clams closed up tight, fresh unwilted fern and plant
fossils in coal. Organisms are not lying down and
fossilizing like this in the real world. The believer
also sees and accepts the truth of the sudden
geologic catastrophe described in the Noahic flood
(Genesis 7).

“The Truth Shall Make You Free”!
Thus we see that finding truth is a matter of

whether we truly want it or not. The willing heart
crucifies his rebellion against God and reality. He
listens to that voice of conscience, the Holy Spirit,
that leads into all truth (John 16:12-14). The Holy
Spirit confirms in our heart that there is an eternal
cause and purpose to life. There are absolutes,
responsibilities, and accountability.

“Thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying,
This is the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the
right hand, and when ye turn to the left” (Isa. 30:21).
The child of God has been given the Spirit of truth
to lead us into all truth (John 16:13). “And ye shall
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free”
(John 8:32). This truth from God will bring freedom
from sin, the bondage of fighting, broken homes, and
crumbling social structures.
Through Jesus, every binding chain can be broken

and we can experience life, and that more
abundantly (John 10:10)! He “hath abolished death,
and hath brought life and immortality to light
through the gospel” (2 Timothy 1:10).
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In the middle 1960s the religious world was
shaken with an old teaching in new garb. This
teaching was called the death-of-God theology.
Theological swamis from various liberal church
groups began proclaiming, “God is dead.” Many
blindly followed their confusing signals. Many
who would not dare follow the death-of-God
theology quoted from the theologians who
contributed to it. For example. Paul Tillich, a
liberal theologian of those days was at best a
pantheist, almost an atheist. Others loved to
quote the German theologian, Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, whose ideas at least helped create a
climate favorable to the notion that God is
dead.
Of course any enlightened observer could see

that the supposed new revelations of the liberal
theologians was nothing more than the old
agnosticism (that God cannot be known if He
does exist) or outright atheism. Of course some
who parroted the God-is-dead theology tried to
deny that they were saying that God does not
exist at all. Rather, they would say that our old
ideas about God are dead.
The God-is-dead movement was the logical

conclusion of liberal theology as well as the
logical end of the way many people were living.
After all, many people in the ’60s (and now, for
that matter) lived as though God did not exist.
It is but a short step from living like an atheist
to talking like an atheist to being an atheist.
Many young people as well as older people live
for the material things of life and to have a
good time. They may profess to believe in the
existence of God, but they seldom think about
God, much less worship Him or honor Him with
their lives.
The God-is-dead movement seemed to pass

away by the early 1970s. At least we no longer
hear many references to it. The deistic,
agnostic, and even atheistic ideas continue to
abound, however.
In the 1990s the emphasis was on

reinterpreting the Bible rather than outright

denying it. It is popular to twist and manipulate
the Bible to approve of about every sin it
condemns. Some time ago, the Bible was
reinterpreted to approve of divorce and
remarriage by most religious groups. The “new”
interpretation twisting is being applied to
homosexuality, the ordination of women, the
use of “she” in referring to God, and whatever
the current theological hobbyhorse happens to
be. In the first decade of the twenty-first
century, the emphasis in many religious circles
is on the “positive.” Words such as “sin” and
“Hell” are hardly heard anymore. The emphasis
is on a religion that makes people feel good
about themselves. The teachings are more man-
centered than God-centered. 
The end result is a pall of doubt cast over the

Word of God and over God Himself. Will the
generation that seeks to reinterpret what God
has to say give rise to another generation that
will throw it all away and not even profess
Christianity? Time will tell.
The liberal Bible-denying, even God-denying,

philosophies of this world certainly are dead,
devoid of spiritual nourishment and hope. Their
idea of a fickle, fluctuating God who tolerates
sin is dead as well. It is dead in God’s sight. 
But the true God of creation and His

infallible Word, the Bible, are not dead. May we
follow that way of truth. The psalmist reminds
us: “From everlasting to everlasting, thou art
God.” Likewise the unchanging, unchangeable
Word of God is everlasting. “For ever, O LORD,
thy word is settled in heaven” (Psalm 119:89).
Our God is very much alive today and in

control of the world He created. He calls us to
heed His call and obey His laws. He is waiting
to give us true satisfaction in life. “Let us hear
the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God,
and keep his commandments: for this is the
whole duty of man. For God shall bring every
work into judgment, with every secret thing,
whether it be good, or whether it be evil”
(Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14). —RLB
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Long ago the writer of the Bible Book of
Judges made this observation about his
generation: “In those days there was no king in
Israel, but every man did that which was right in
his own eyes” (Judges 17:6). The Book of Judges
goes on to illustrate this observation. The writer
was speaking about the professed people of God,
not the “heathen” around them. Furthermore,
the people did what was right in their own eyes,
not so much because they did not have a king to
tell them what to do, but because they had
abandoned their God and the teachings of His
Word, the Bible.
Someone writing of our own day could write

the same sad epithet—people are doing what
they want to, what they think is right, not what
God wants them to do. The emphasis in our
society and even in many Christian circles, is to
“do as you feel led,” do “what you think is right,”
or do what is “right for you.” The idea of
accountability to anyone else or even to God has
become abhorrent.
This “do your own thing” philosophy has been

adopted by professing Christians, not from the
Bible but straight from the ungodly philosophies
of the world around them. Self and pleasing self
has become a “sacred cow” of this generation.
The Bible warns, “And whosoever shall exalt
himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble
himself shall be exalted” (Matthew 23:12).
Hundreds of books can be found glorifying the

cult of self. These books emphasize self-esteem,
feeling right about yourself, loving yourself. They
twist the commandment, “Thou shalt love thy
neighbour as thyself ” to say that God commands
us to love ourselves. Yet this teaching flies in the
face of numerous Scriptures which speak of
humility and self-abasement and denying self.

Certainly we should not hate ourselves but have
right attitudes about ourselves because of what
Christ has done or can do for us. However, the
statement quoted above states a fact—people do
naturally love themselves—rather than com-
manding us to love ourselves. If we love God as
we ought, we will automatically have right
attitudes about ourselves without following a cult
of self-love. Indeed, the Bible speaks of the cult of
self-love in this way: “For men shall be lovers of
their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud,
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful,
unholy” (2 Timothy 3:2). 
Instead of doing what is right in our own eyes,

the Bible calls us to do what is right in God’s
sight. What God thinks is what matters the most.
The Bible calls doing our own will when it
conflicts with God’s will “sin.” We determine
what is sinful, not by our own opinions but by
what God teaches us in the Bible. Sin is the
violation of the high standards of God. Sin is
refusal to be governed by God’s laws. It is
lawlessness and rebellion. “Whosoever committeth
sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the
transgression of the law” (1 John 3:4). 
The philosophies of self-seeking and doing

what we feel is right in our own eyes has led to a
breakdown in submission and discipline in our
society and even in professing Christian homes
and churches. Parents fear to discipline and
regiment the lives of their children for fear of
ruining their self-images and harming them for
life. They cannot see that consistent discipline
carried out in love will strengthen and enrich
their children’s lives.
The same is true in the church. As self-seeking

increases, discipline and order in the church
weakens. Leaders fear they will drive people

The World Today
–Roger L. Berry
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away by attempting to “set in order” the things
that are wanting, as Paul commanded Timothy.
The carnal-minded and self-centered do some-
times leave the church—that cannot be totally
avoided. How much worse it is when, through
lack of discipline, each ends up doing what is
right in his own eyes.
Jesus came to take away sin and lawlessness.

“He was manifested to take away our sins; and in
him is no sin” (1 John 3:5). Let us surrender to
the control of Jesus Christ and be faithful in
doing what is right in His eyes. Then self will take
its rightful place. Only then will what is right in
our eyes be right in His eyes.
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How to Be Saved

Salvation from sin is a GIFT from God. You
accept it on condition that you will let Christ
deliver you from your sin and control your life.

RECOGNIZE
That you have transgressed God’s laws and

have fallen short of God’s will.

“For all have sinned, and come short of the
glory of God” (Romans 3:23). 

BELIEVE
That God loves you and offers you His mercy

through the salvation work of His Son, Jesus
Christ.

“But God commendeth his love toward us, in
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for
us” (Romans 5:8).

ACCEPT
Christ’s death and resurrection as God’s pro-

vision for your forgiveness. Acknowledge your
acceptance of Christ by praying sincerely:
“Jesus, I am a sinner. I accept you as the Lord

and Saviour of my life. Make me an obedient
child of God.”

“But as many as received him, to them gave he
power to become the sons of God, even to them
that believe on his name” (John 1:12). 

LIVE
In newness of life. When a person truly

becomes a child of God, it will change the way he
thinks, the way he talks, and the way he acts.

“Therefore we are buried with him by baptism
into death: that like as Christ was raised up
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so
we also should walk in newness of life. Let not
sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye
should obey it in the lusts thereof. Neither yield
ye your members as instruments of unrighteous-
ness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as
those that are alive from the dead, and your
members as instruments of righteousness unto
God” Romans 6:4, 12, 13).




